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Introduction  

The role of agriculture remains 
significant in the Nigerian economy 
despite the shift towards the oil sector. It 
contributes 42% to the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) against oils total 
contribution of 15-18% (very unstable and 
fluctuates with world market oil prices) 
(Kolawole and Ojo, 2007). Agriculture 
accounts for about 70% of the 
employment, 90% of the country’s food 
requirement and raw materials for 
industries. 

The overall objective of all 
agricultural development efforts in Nigeria 
is to achieve self-sufficiency in food 
production and to improve the income and 
standard of living of the majority of the  
population who are farmers (Ajani, 2006). 
However, a major indicator of decline in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the performance of the Nigeria agricultural 
sector since the advert of oil is the problem 
of food insecurity experienced in the 
country in the past years. 
 
Meaning of Food Security  

Food security refers to access to 
enough food by all people at all times for 
an active and healthy life (World Bank, 
1986). This definition views food security 
from the perspective of production down 
to distribution and ending at the level of 
consumption. Sakariyawo, Bugaje and 
Kuta (2000) opined that accessibility of 
available food is a critical factor of food 
security in any country. 

World food program report (1979) 
perceived food security as the assurance of 
supplies and a balanced supply-demand 

EMERGING ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SOCIETY IN 
ENSURING FOOD SECURITY IN NIGERIA IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

 
Halima E. Ibrahim  

Federal College of Education, Kano. 

 
Abstract 

The emerging roles and responsibilities of the society in ensuring food 
security in Nigeria was examined. The past and present contributions 
towards ensuring food security in the country as well as the objectives of 
food security were also examined. The problems of food security were 
also dealt with. Recommendations, which included thorough assessment 
of existing problems, analysis of their causes as well as resources 
required to improve the situation were made. Others include appropriate 
monitoring of food conditions at interval so as to refine food policies 
and programmes, establishment of other sources of data other than that 
of the ministries, a market economy driven policy incase of fertilizer 
sales and distribution and rural and community-based food security 
programme were recommended. 
 



 
 

586 
 

situation of stable food in the international 
market. Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO, 2003) agreed that 
food security is one of the topical issues of 
great concern to the United Nations in 
developing countries because it is one of 
the basic necessities of life. 
 
Statement of Problem  

The indices for measuring food 
security achieved by any nation include 
adequate aggregate national food supply, 
accessibility of food supply to citizens, 
affordability, nutritional needs of various 
segments of the population, food safety 
considerations, strategic reserve for 
emergencies and environmental 
protection/preservation (Isa, 2006). 

Based on the definition of food 
security as well  as the indices for 
measuring food security mentioned above, 
Nigeria is yet to achieve food security 
especially with emphasis on food security 
been placed on the national level, 
neglecting the house-hold level. This state 
of food insecurity has led to high food 
prices and scarcity thereby, making family 
budgets shift from balanced diets to bulk 
diet as well as reduction in the quality of 
food intake. For a country determined to 
attain a realistic state of food security, 
proper monitoring and evaluation of 
programmes/projects as well as proper 
coordination is employed. This is achieved 
through emerging roles and responsibility 
of the society in ensuring food security. 
 
Objectives of Food Security  

The objectives of food security 
include: 

1. Increasing access to food 
production to keep pace with 
population growth 

2. Improving food distribution and 
availability. This is to ensure that 
households are able to obtain 
adequate food either through home 
production or through food 
purchases. 

3. Improving food harvest, 
processing and preservation. 

4. Increasing the farmer’s output, 
productivity and income thereby, 
tackling the problem of poverty 
which is the major cause of food 
insecurity. 

5. Strengthening existing monitoring 
system in order to continuously 
assess and analyse the national 
food situation and develop a 
national guideline for remedial 
action during times of food short 
falls with respect to food 
distribution, management of 
strategic reserves and imports. 

 
Factors Militating against Food Security 
in Nigeria  

There are several factors hindering 
food security in Nigeria and these factors 
are: 

1. Insufficient attention been paid to 
the issue of household food 
security especially in the poor 
segments of the population. 

2. Prevalent poverty in Nigerian’s 
house holds are the main cause of 
food insecurity in the country. 

3. Inefficient food distribution 
system ion Nigeria which include 

Journal of Teacher Perspective 



 
 

587 
 

factors such as crop seasonality, 
inadequate storage technology and 
facilities, inadequate transport and 
distribution systems as well as 
inadequate market information. 
All these result to a considerable 
seasonal and spatial variation in 
food production and availability 
responsible for variation in food 
prices in the country. 

4. The general demographic trend in 
the 3rd World nations translates to 
more mouths to be fed as 2006 
census indicated that the 
population of Nigeria is about 140 
million. 

5. The shrinking carrying capacity of 
food production equally 
compounded the gruesome 
situations. 

6. Problems of fertilizer which 
includes issues such as 
unavailability, inappropriate time 
of fertilizer distribution often 
found their way into open market 
and less emphasis on organic 
fertilizer. 

7. Idleness of farmers during dry 
season. Very few farmers practice 
irrigation farming which in most 
cases, is the traditional irrigation 
method. 

8. Low participation in agricultural 
research, lip service to 
mechanization as well as 
unstructured co-operative society. 

9. Poor/low quality of technical 
vocational training or vocational 
education system. 

10. Issue of global warming as well as 
problem of deforestation. 

 
Past Contribution towards Ensuring 
Food Security in Nigeria  

In effect to the worrisome 
performance of the agricultural sector, 
various attempts were made by the Federal 
Government of Nigeria to reform the 
sector to its enviable position with the 
view of ensuring food security in the 
country. 
 
Some of these attempts include – setting 
up of various programmes such as;  

- Agricultural Development Projects 
(ADPs) 1992 

- Directorate for Food and Rural 
Infrastructure (DFRRI) 1986 

- National Accelerated Food 
Production Projects (NAFPP) 
1980 

- Green Revolution 1980 
- Operation Feed the Nation 1976 
- National Planning Commission 

(NPC) 
- National Committee on Food and 

Nutrition (NCFN) 
Other contribution includes the grant 

of 117 billion naira for crop production by 
foreign aid in 2006. 

Despite the past efforts towards 
improving agriculture tailored towards 
ensuring food security in the country, the 
state of food insecurity lingered. The 
failure was attributed to the following; 

- Improper monitoring and 
evaluation of programmes/projects  
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- Past implementation efforts have 
been principally sectorial and 
unco-ordinated. 

- Inadequate funding 
- Limited in scope and coverage. 

 
Present Contributions towards 
Ensuring Food Security in Nigeria 

One of the President Umar Musa 
Yaradua’s seven point agenda is to ensure 
enough food for the nation. Some of his 
strategies include;  
1. Approval of agricultural development 

programme such as:  
o Consultant services of landmapping 
o Rice processing plants  
o Completion of all abandoned grain 

silos across the nation 
o Construction of seven (7) units of 

new silos. 
2. The allocation of 200 billion naira as 

an intervention funds for large scale 
commercial farming i.e. transmission 
from small subsistence agriculture to 
commercial agriculture as large scale 
agriculture holds the key for Nigeria to 
tackle food crisis (Soludo, 2009). 

3. The allocation of 15 billion naira to 
subsidize fertilizer. 

4. A scheme designed to training Ten 
thousand (10,000) youth in extension 
work. 

5. The 25% subsidy on fertilizer as well 
as even supply of fertilizer. 

6. The tractor hiring scheme/service. 
All these are laudable initiatives of 

the President of Federal Government of 
Nigeria towards ensuring food security in 
the nation. However, the success depends 

on adopting proper steps to monitoring and 
evaluation as well as coordination. 
Emerging Roles and Responsibility of 
the Society  

The fight to achieve the state of 
food security in Nigeria should not be left 
to the government alone. Every member of 
the society whether an individual or 
groups is tagged with this responsibility. 
Therefore, all hands must be on deck to 
support and complement the efforts of the 
government towards attaining the state of 
food security in the country. 

Tertiary institutions/ Research 
institutes in addition to providing relevant 
training programme to support the policy 
and programme should also be involved in 
conducting researches for policy 
development as well as programme design. 

Non-Governmental Organsations 
(NGOs) should ensure proper coordination 
of activities to avoid duplication of effort. 
As such, government will work closely 
with them as well as with local 
communities in pursuit of the food policy 
objectives. 

Private sector, apart from 
providing funds to accelerate growth in 
food supplies and to manufacture plant 
machinery and requirement, is also 
expected to support the food programme 
effort of the government by collaborating 
in such areas as policy dialogue on ways 
as well as means of refining policy and 
mechanism for programme monitoring, 
review and evaluation. 
 
Conclusion 

For agriculture to meet its overall 
objective of self-sufficiency in food 
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production as well as food security in the 
country, there is need for the society to 
stand up to the emerging roles and 
responsibilities, bearing in mind the stated 
problems and the recommendations made 
below. 
 
Recommendations  

1. Existing problems, analysis of 
their causes and resources required 
to improve the food insecurity 
situation should be thoroughly 
access. 

2. Appropriate monitoring of food 
conditions in the country at regular 
intervals should be carried out 
with emphasis placed on the 
identified group at risk. This will 
refine policies and programmes 
targeted towards various groups 
considering the degrees of their 
vulnerability. 

3. Other source of data should be 
established apart from surveys and 
departmental reporting systems 
that exist in the ministries. 

4. In case of fertilizer sales and 
distribution, there should be a 
market economy driven policy to 
allow private sector to provide a 
competitive environment while the 
government sets an effective 
regulatory framework as no 
improved agricultural production 
will take place without fertilizer. 

5. Food security programmes/ 
projects should be real rural and 
community based. This will go a 
long way to boost individual 

production, economic status as 
well as the nation as a whole. 

 
References 
Ajani O.I.Y (2006): Gender dimension of 

agriculture, poverty, nutrition and food 
security in Nigeria Brief, No. 5. 

 
Isah, I.A, (2006): Food security education 

for effective technological development 
and democratic sustenance. A paper 
presented at a conference held art FCE, 
Kano 12th – 16th June. 

 
Ogundari, K., & Ojo, S.O., (2007): 

Economic efficiency of small scale 
food crop production in Nigeria. A 
paper delivered at department of 
agricultural economics, FUTA Akure, 
Nigeria.  

 
Sakariyawo, O.S., Bugaje, S.M., &  Kuta, 

D.D., (2000): Food security in Nigeria; 
the importance of crop research. A 
paper delivered at a conference held at 
the University of Russia, Moscow. 

 
World Bank Annual Report 2006 
 
 

 
Emerging Roles and Responsibilities … 


